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ideas, new discoveries and inventions, new arts of
life. Such a suffrage is commonly associated with
Radicalism ; and no doubt amid its most certain
effects would be the extensive destruction of existing
institutions ; but the chances are that, in the long-
run, it would produce a mischievous form of Con-
servatism, and drug society with a potion compared
with which Eldonine would be a salutary draught.
For to what end, towards what ideal state, is the
process of stamping upon law the average opinion of
an entire community directed? The end arrived at
is identical with that of the Roman Catholic Church,
which attributes a similar sacredness to the average
opinion of the Christian world. " Quod semper, quod
ubique, quod ab omnibus/7 was the canon of Vincent
of Lerins. " Securus judicat orbis terrarum," were
the words which rang in the ears of Newman and
produced such marvellous effects on him. But did
any one in his senses ever suppose that these were
maxims of progress? The principles of legislation
at which they point would probably put an end to all
social and political activities, and arrest everything
which has ever been associated with Liberalism. A
moment's reflection will satisfy any competently
instructed person that this is not too broad a pro-
position. Let him turn over in his mind the great
epochs of scientific invention and social change during
the last two centuries, and consider what would have